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October 4, 2008 
 
 
 
Dear Whitefield Academy Supporter, 
 
Beginning in 2008, there is a new law that provides for a Tax Credit for Georgia taxpayers to 
direct a portion of their Georgia state income taxes to help benefit students at schools like 
Whitefield Academy.  This program will assist our financial aid program as well as free up 
previously committed financial aid funds to assist a broader group of Whitefield students.  To 
facilitate this program, Whitefield is partnering with several area schools through the Georgia 
GOAL Scholarship Program, a state-approved student scholarship organization. 
 
Under the new law, individual taxpayers receive a tax credit against their Georgia income tax 
liability for amounts contributed to the GOAL Scholarship Program of up to $2,500 for married 
couples filing a joint return ($1,000 for individual filers).  In addition, amounts contributed to 
GOAL are deductible for federal income tax purposes. 
 
Corporations receive a tax credit for amounts contributed to the GOAL Scholarship Program of 
up to 75% of their Georgia income tax liability.  Presently, this tax credit is only fully available to 
“C” corporations.  Unfortunately, shareholders of “S” corporations and members of LLCs and 
LLPs are subject to the individual tax credit limitations. 
 
Both individuals and corporations can designate that their tax dollars be used solely to provide 
scholarships for Whitefield Academy students.  Qualifying students will be financial aid 
recipients who are either coming from a public school or entering kindergarten. 
 
All that is required is to fill out a simple two-page form to be approved before making your gift.  
The instructions and form are enclosed.  To learn more I invite you to visit the GOAL website at 
www.goalscholarship.org or contact me. 
 
Please understand that this does not replace your charitable contribution to the school.  We still 
need your support of our Annual Fund.  This is a simple way to designate your already 
committed tax dollars to benefit Whitefield Academy students. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
John H. Lindsell, Ed.D. 
Headmaster  



 

 

 
 
 
 

GOAL Scholarship Program 
 
1. Taxpayers (individual and corporate) must complete the attached form (IT-QEE-TP1) 

and send it to the Georgia Department of Revenue to pre-qualify their contributions.  
This step is necessary because the DOR needs to make sure that the $50 million of 
annual Educational Expense Credits that are available under the law has not been 
exceeded.  To ensure approval of your intended contribution in time to secure a 2008 
Georgia income tax credit, you should file the Form IT-QEE-TP1 by November 1, 2008. 

 
Georgia Department of Revenue 
Qualified Education Expense Credit 
1800 Century Blvd NE 
Suite 8301 
Atlanta, GA  30345 

 
 
2. Mail or fax a copy of your pre-approval form to Whitefield so we can monitor the 

approval process. 
 

Whitefield Academy 
Attn:  Mindi Ashburn 
1 Whitefield Drive SE 
Mableton, GA  30126 
 
Fax: 678-305-3010 

 
 
3. Once you receive your approval from the DOR, you can then write a check made 

payable to “Georgia GOAL Scholarship Program, Inc.”  Make sure you designate 
Whitefield Academy in the memo section of the check.  You have 30 days from when 
you receive your approval to make a contribution.  The check and a copy of the 
approved Form IT-QEE-TP1 should be sent to: 

 
Georgia GOAL Scholarship Program 
5 Concourse Parkway 
Suite 200 
Atlanta, Georgia  30328 

 
 
4. GOAL will send you a confirmation form, along with the approved Form IT-QEE-TP1.  

You will need both forms to send in with your state tax return in order to claim the 
Education Expense Credit. 



3.  Name of student scholarship organization listed on the     Department of Education’s website.

2.  [For corporate contributors only] Enter 75% of the

 4.  Taxpayer I.D.# of student scholarship organization.............................

00        ., ,
1.  The amount of the contribution the taxpayer intends to make..............         ., , 00

     corporation’s estimated income tax liability...........................................

A. CONTRIBUTION AMOUNT

INDIVIDUAL FILING MARRIED
SEPARATE RETURN

This form is the first step in applying for the income tax credit for qualified education expenses.  The
form is filed by the taxpayer and is used to request preapproval of an intended contribution
to a student scholarship organization.

Form IT-QEE-TP1 should be postmarked by November 1 to allow enough time for the amount to be preapproved and the
contribution to be made by the end of the calendar year.
The taxpayer must add back to Georgia taxable income the amount of any federal charitable contribution deduction taken

The student scholarship organization must be on the Department of Education’s website before this form is filed.

The tax credit shall not be allowed if the taxpayer designates the taxpayer’s qualified education expense for the direct benefit
of any dependent of the taxpayer.

INDIVIDUAL FILING SINGLE
OR HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD

INDIVIDUAL FILING A
MARRIED JOINT RETURN

C  CORPORATION SUBCHAPTER S CORPORATION FOR
GEORGIA PURPOSES, PARTNERSHIP,
 OR LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

Enter for Contributor:

                       TAXPAYER IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
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on a federal return for which a Georgia qualified education expense credit is allowed.

Please print your numbers like this in black or blue ink:Georgia Form IT-QEE-TP1
Qualified Education Expense Credit Preapproval Form

              Version 6Georgia Department of Revenue

  (Last Rev. 8/08)

IF INDIVIDUAL FILING JOINT, FIRST NAME OF JOINT FILER           MI

FIRST NAME OR NAME OF ENTITY                                                  MI

TAX YEAR END OF CONTRIBUTOR

ADDRESS (NUMBER AND STREET or P.O. BOX)

LAST NAME OF JOINT FILER

CITY                                                                                                                STATE      ZIP CODE

CONTACT PERSON (FOR CONTRIBUTIONS BY ENTITIES)

CALENDAR YEAR IN WHICH
CONTRIBUTION WILL BE MADE

SUFFIX

LAST NAME IF INDIVIDUAL                      SUFFIX

DEPARTMENT USE ONLY

     IF INDIVIDUAL FILING JOINT, I.D # OF JOINT FILER

TELEPHONE NUMBER
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1. Name, address and taxpayer identification number
2. Type of taxpayer (i.e. corporation, individual, etc.)
3. If individual, filing status (joint, married filing separate, single, or head of household)
4. If individual filing a joint return, the name and identification number of the joint filer
5. If corporation, 75% of estimated GA income tax liability
6. Tax Year end
7. Profit/loss percentage
8. Amount of intended contribution allocated to each shareholder, partner, or member based on the profit/

loss percentage.

Applicant certifies that all information contained above is true to his/her best knowledge and belief and is submitted
for the purpose of obtaining preapproval from the Commissioner.

Date:

Approved by_________________________year

 calendar

Georgia Department of Revenue
Qualified Education Expense Credit
1800 Century Blvd NE
Suite 8301
Atlanta, GA 30345

Based on the fifty million dollar cap and your intended

If Contributor is an entity:

B.  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR CONTRIBUTORS WHICH ARE SUBCHAPTER S CORPORATIONS
FOR GEORGIA PURPOSES, PARTNERSHIPS, OR LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANIES
The contribution limits for these entities are calculated separately for each shareholder, partner, or member.
As such on a separate schedule, the contributor must provide the following information for each shareholder,
partner, or member.

Submit page 1 and page 2 to:

Signature of Contributor (if an entity, an authorized officer or tax matters person)

of qualified education expense credit for

D.  FOR DEPARTMENT USE ONLY                            DATE RECEIVED

C.  CERTIFICATION BY APPLICANT

                 Printed Name of Contributor (individual or entity)Applicant:

allocated

   Printed Name and Title of Person Signing for Entity:

contribution amount,

Name:

   Phone Number:

Title:

00        ., ,
Date

 you have been preapproved and
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Taxpayer Identification Number

Georgia Form IT-QEE-TP1
Qualified Education Expense Credit Preapproval Form

              Version 6Georgia Department of Revenue

  (Last Rev. 8/08)



The Official Code of Georgia Annotated  Section 48-7-29.16  establishes an income tax credit for qualified education
expenses.

A credit is allowed for the expenditure of funds by the taxpayer to a student scholarship organization, operating
pursuant to Chapter 2A of Title 20, which uses the contribution for tuition and fees for a qualified school or
program.

Definitions: For purposes of the credit, the term:

(1) “Student scholarship organization” means a charitable organization in this state that:
(A) Is exempt from federal income taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and
allocates 90 percent of its annual revenue for scholarships or tuition grants to allow students to attend any
qualified school of their parents’ choice; and
(B) Provides educational scholarships or tuition grants to eligible students without limiting availability to
only students of one school.

(2) “Eligible student” means a student who is a Georgia resident enrolled in a Georgia secondary or primary public
school or eligible to enroll in a qualified kindergarten program or pre-kindergarten program.

(3) “Qualified school or program” means a nonpublic primary school or secondary school that:
(A) Is accredited or in the process of becoming accredited by one or more entities listed in subparagraph
(A) of paragraph (6) of Code Section 20-3-519; and
(B) Is located in this state, adheres to the provisions of the federal Civil Rights Act of 1964, and satisfies
the requirements prescribed by law for private schools in this state.

Requirements:  Each student scholarship organization:

(1) Must obligate 90 percent of its annual revenue for scholarships or tuition grants; however, up to 25 percent of
this amount may be carried forward for the next fiscal year;

(2) Must maintain separate accounts for scholarship funds and operating funds;

(3) May transfer funds to another student scholarship organization;

(4) Must have an audit conducted of its accounts by an independent certified public accountant within 120 days
after the completion of the student scholarship organization’s fiscal year and provide such audit to the Department
of Revenue in accordance with Code Section 20-2A-3;

(5) Must report to the Department of Revenue, on a form provided by the Department of Revenue, by January 12
of each calendar year the following:

(A) The total number and dollar value of contributions and tax credits approved
(B) A list of donors, including the dollar value of each donation and the dollar value of each approved tax
credit;and
(C) A copy of the audit of the student scholarship organization referenced in (4), above.
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Instructions

Georgia Form IT-QEE-TP1
Qualified Education Expense Credit Preapproval Form

              Version 6Georgia Department of Revenue

  (Last Rev. 8/08)



Preapproval Required

The total amount of credits granted to all taxpayers per calendar year cannot exceed $50 million.  Amounts are
allowed on a first come, first served basis.  Before making a contribution to a student scholarship organization,
the taxpayer must notify the Department of Revenue of the amount that the taxpayer intends to contribute to the
student scholarship organization. The Department will then preapprove or deny the requested amount within 30
days after receiving the request from the taxpayer.  Once preapproval is received, the taxpayer must make the
contribution to the student scholarship organization within 30 days of the date of the preapproval notice received
from the Department, and within the calendar year in which it was preapproved. A copy of the preapproval notice
should be sent to the student scholarship organization along with the contribution.

Credit Limits

Individual Taxpayers
An individual taxpayer is allowed a credit for qualified education expenses as follows:
(1) In the case of a single individual or a head of household, the actual amount expended or $1,000.00 per tax
year, whichever is less; or
(2) In the case of a married couple filing a joint return, the actual amount expended or $2,500.00 per tax year,
whichever is less; or
(3) In the case of a married couple filing a separate return, the actual amount expended or $1,250.00 per tax year,
whichever is less.

Page 4

Electronic Filing
Electronic Filing of a state individual income tax return will not be available for taxpayers claiming this state credit.
Corporations and Partnerships (including Limited Liability companies filing for tax puposes as either partnerships
or corporations) that claim the credit can still electronically file their return.

For an individual taxpayer the credit is further limited and may not exceed the taxpayer’s income tax liability. The
amount of the credit that exceeds the taxpayer’s income tax liability can be used against the next succeeding five
years’ tax liability.

Corporate Taxpayers
A corporation is allowed a credit for qualified education expenses in an amount not to exceed the lesser of the
actual amount expended or 75 percent of the corporation’s income tax liability for the tax year, of the corporation,
in which the contribution will be made.  Any of this lesser amount (amount expended or 75% of the corporation’s
income tax liability) that is not used can be used against the succeeding five years’ tax liability.

Georgia Form IT-QEE-TP1
Qualified Education Expense Credit Preapproval Form

              Version 6Georgia Department of Revenue

  (Last Rev. 8/08)
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